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RLGN 229 / HSTY 229: ASIAN CHRISTIANITY: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES 

Prof. Jonathan Y. Tan 
Tomlinson Hall 243G 
jonathan.tan@case.edu 

FALL SEMESTER 2017 
Class Schedule: Tuesday 4:00-6:30 PM (243 Tomlinson) 

Office Hours: Wednesday 10:00 AM-12:00 PM / by appointment 
 

ONLINE COURSE WEBSITE 
http://www.jonathantan.org/RLGN229/ 

Please bookmark and visit the online course website regularly for announcements, links to online readings, etc. 

 
 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVES 

The history of Christianity in Asia is as old as the history of Christianity itself. On the one hand, it is a truism that 
Jesus and his earliest followers lived in the geographical region of West Asia and his followers also spread 
eastward of Jerusalem. On the other hand, while much has been told about the transformation of this movement 
from an obscure Jewish sect to the imperial Christendom of Europe and onward to a global and transnational 
religion that rode on the coattails of European imperialism and colonial expansionism, not enough attention has 
been given to the Christianity that spread eastward within Asia in the first millennium of Christianity’s history.  
 
This course seeks to correct the imbalance by introducing students to a historical exploration of the eastward 
movement of Christianity from Jerusalem across different geographical regions of Asia. Within each geographical 
region of Asia, students will explore the historical emergence and development of various indigenous Asian 
Christian traditions, the roles that indigenous Asian and foreign European missionaries played in shaping Asian 
Christianities. By the end of the semester, students should have a good grasp of the historical encounter of 
Christianity with the political, social, cultural and religious realities of Asia, its engagement with these realities, the 
rise of indigenous expressions of Asian Christianity and their implications for the future of Christianity in 
postcolonial Asia. 
 

Beyond this introductory level course, students who are keen to explore specific aspects of Asian Christianity are 
encouraged to take the following course when offered by the instructor in future semesters: 

  RLGN 316 Christianity in China 中國天主教與基督教 

 
II. COURSE PROCEDURES & REQUIREMENTS 

1. Organizational Structure and Procedures of Class Discussion 
(i) Unless otherwise indicated in the Weekly Schedule/Readings, all class sessions will be held in the 

seminar/discussion format according to the following procedures: 

● Each session will begin with a 5-10 minute presentation by a student presenter summarizing the 
salient facts, principal ideas, key players, and/or important events that are discussed in the required 
reading(s) assigned for the day. 

● For this purpose, student presenters are required to prepare a one-page handout summarizing the 
key points of the presentation (bullet points are acceptable) to be distributed to all students and the 
instructor. Each class presentation (oral presentation & presentation handout) will be evaluated on 
the following criteria: 
● evidence of engagement with assigned reading(s); 
● potential for stimulating discussion; 
● accuracy; and 
● depth of analysis. 

 (ii) For the remainder of the class, the instructor will moderate a discussion and analysis of the materials and 
relevant issues among the students. 

 
2. Active Class Participation 
 This course is structured around active student participation and in-depth engagement in critical discussions 

of assigned readings in a seminar setting. To prepare for each class, all students (except for the student 
presenter) are asked to prepare beforehand and bring to class a typed and printed one- page summary 
(NB: No handwritten summaries, please!) with the following: 

mailto:jonathan.tan@case.edu
http://www.jonathantan.org/RLGN229/
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● 2 or 3 insights that they have gleaned from the assigned reading(s) [bullet points are acceptable]; 

● 2 or 3 questions arising from the reading(s) for class discussion. 

These insights and questions, as well as actively listening, asking questions, making relevant critical 
responses, and engaging in discussions will comprise active class participation for grading purposes. The 
instructor will collect these sheets from the students after each class. Students are reminded to include their 
name and student ID in their submissions. Because these insights and questions serve as a stimulus for class 
discussion, they cannot be made up later (i.e., after the class session has been concluded). Students 
who attend class without bringing their insights and questions will only receive 50% of the allocation for class 
participation for that day. 

 
3. Completion of Requirements for Each Class Session 

As the primary format of this course is seminar discussion, it is imperative that students complete all reading 
assignments before class, as well as attend and participate at all class sessions. Students are expected to do 
all the required readings assigned for every class before coming to class on that day, and encouraged to 
explore the "Recommended Resources," which complement the required readings and provide additional 
discussion for those who are interested to explore further. 

 
4. Class Attendance 

Class attendance is required of every student enrolled in this course. A 1% point will be deducted for 
each class you miss without excuse. Excuses will be accepted only for grave emergency situations (e.g., 
major illness with proper written documentation, death in family) or university-approved activities off-campus, 
to be reported to the instructor through a Dean and only at the instructor's discretion. Every two late arrivals 
will count as an unexcused absence and a 1% point will be deducted accordingly. Please note that any 
student with three or more unexcused absences will receive a grade of F for this course. 

 
5. Assignments 

This writing intensive course requires two assignment projects. The first assignment comprises a short critical 
paper as detailed in 5.1 below. The second assignment is a 3-part research assignment that consists of a 
research proposal, an annotated bibliography, and a literature review as outlined in 5.2 below. 

5.1 Assignment #1: Critical Reflection Paper – Studying Asian Christianity  

A short critical reflection paper (about 1,000-1,500 words) on Studying Asian Christianity: Why am I 
interested to study Asian Christianity? When I hear the phrase “Asian Christianity,” what comes to mind? 
What do I hope to learn from this course? DUE 5:00 PM on September 5, 2017 

 
5.2 Assignment #2: Research & Literature Review 

This project comprises 3 parts: 

(i) Research Proposal 

 A 2-page research proposal, which should: 
  introduce the research topic (2 paragraphs) 
  articulate a research issue and question (1-2 paragraphs) 
  specify a thesis statement (1 paragraph) 
 
Try to stay narrowly focused on your research topic. Don’t try to do too much. Be narrow, focused, clear, 
and well-defined. Narrowing down your focus would enable you to articulate an issue and a question for 
further research. From this research issue and question, you can define a clear, concise, and precise 
thesis statement.  
 

USEFUL RESOURCES FOR WRITING RESEARCH PROPOSALS 

 Research Question: 
 Wilfred Laurier University (in Canada) has a helpful web resource to help you formulate your research 

question: http://library.wlu.ca/tutorials/research_question 
 
 Thesis Statement: 

http://library.wlu.ca/tutorials/research_question
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 Harvard University’s Writing Center has a succinct guide to writing a thesis statement 
 http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~wricntr/documents/Thesis.html 

 University of Toronto’s resources for writing thesis statement: 
 http://www.utoronto.ca/nmc/Writing/NMC%20WEBPAGE%20Sept11/101Thesis.pdf 
 http://ctl.utsc.utoronto.ca/twc/sites/default/files/ThesisStatement_0.pdf 

 Other useful resources include: 
 http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/Thesis.html 
 https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/545/01/ 
 http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/thesis_statement.shtml 
    http://www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/student/ac_paper/develop.shtml 

 

 (ii) Annotated Bibliography 

Expanding from assignment (i) above and working with KSL’s Religion Librarian, Dr. Mark Eddy: 
mmxe37@case.edu, prepare a detailed annotated bibliography of primary and secondary sources, 
including relevant materials on both your research topic and your research methodology, as follows: 
(a)  10 citations in accordance with the MLA/APA/Turabian/University of Chicago Style together with 

a short summary or abstract (2-3 sentences) for each citation.  
(b)  These citations should all be references that you will be using in your literature review below 
(c)  There should be at least 1 citation each of the following: 
  (i)  a single author academic (e.g., by a university press) book 
 (ii)  a single/multi-editor edited book 
 (iii)  a chapter from an edited book 
 (iv)  an essay from a peer-reviewed or refereed journal 

(v)  an essay from a non peer-reviewed/non-refereed journal 
 

USEFUL RESOURCES FOR PREPARING ANNOTATED BIBLIGRAPHIES 

For help in preparing the annotated bibliography, please consult the University of Toronto’s helpful 
advice at: http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/specific-types-of-writing/annotated-bibliography 

 
Other useful resources include: 

 http://olinuris.library.cornell.edu/ref/research/skill28.htm 
 http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/AnnotatedBibliography.html 
 http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/onlib/annotated_bib.html 
 https://academicskills.anu.edu.au/resources/handouts/writing-annotated-bibliography 

 

(iii) Literature Review 

Building upon assignments (i) and (ii) above, a detailed literature review of the current scholarship 
(status quaestionis) on the research topic, question, and thesis statement that you previously 
articulated in (i) above. Your literature review should introduce, summarize, and critically discuss the 
current state of the research, the various trends and/or directions that the research is heading toward, 
and the questions or issues that scholars are grappling with, as follows: 

(a) Your literature review should be double-spaced in 12-point font and 1 inch margin on all sides, 
and about 10 pages in length. 

(b) All citations have to be taken from scholarly, peer-reviewed, and refereed academic 
sources. This includes textbooks, encyclopedias, dictionaries, academic monographs, scholarly 
books, and essays or articles in academic journals that are obtained through KSL’s fulltext 
academic databases. You would need to consult and reference an appropriate range of literature, 
including relevant primary sources, books and monographs, and refereed/peer-reviewed essays, 
incorporating and expanding from the annotated bibliography in assignment (ii) above. 

(c) Wikipedia, blogs, non-academic websites, and other online resources found through web 
searches may not be used because they are not peer-reviewed or refereed to meet 
academic standards. You may use these web resources for personal reference or as guides for 
classroom lesson planning, but not for academic writing. 

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~wricntr/documents/Thesis.html
http://www.utoronto.ca/nmc/Writing/NMC%20WEBPAGE%20Sept11/101Thesis.pdf
http://ctl.utsc.utoronto.ca/twc/sites/default/files/ThesisStatement_0.pdf
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/Thesis.html
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/545/01/
http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/thesis_statement.shtml
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/student/ac_paper/develop.shtml
mailto:mmxe37@case.edu
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/specific-types-of-writing/annotated-bibliography
http://olinuris.library.cornell.edu/ref/research/skill28.htm
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/AnnotatedBibliography.html
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/onlib/annotated_bib.html
https://academicskills.anu.edu.au/resources/handouts/writing-annotated-bibliography
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(d) Please incorporate a review of the major historical and contemporary scholarly literature and 
trends on the research topic, questions and thesis statement that you have selected in 
assignment (i) above. 

(e) Your assignment will be evaluated on: 

(1) Your familiarity with the major scholarly trends, research, ongoing scholarly discussions and 
debates among scholars today on the research topic and question that you have selected, 

(2) Your ability to summarize and critically evaluate these discussions and debates, and 

(3) Your conclusion, which should include your tentative thoughts or opinion of the current state 
of research and the unresolved questions or issues, as well as where you think the future 
trajectories of research are heading toward. 

(f) Where appropriate, you should focus not just on the literature that supports your thesis statement, 
but also literature that challenges your thesis statement, critically evaluating this body of scholarly 
literature and explaining your assessment and how you intend to respond to the challenges 
posed by this opposing literature. 

(g) Please include a bibliography of all the references that you consulted and discussed at the end of 
the literature review. 

(h) All citations in your literature review should be formatted formatted according to 
MLA/APA/Thurabian/Chicago style. Humanities majors should use footnotes and 
Turabian/Chicago. Other students may use MLA or APA as appropriate, but cite all references in 
the text/body in parentheses according to the following format (last name year:page number[s]). 
For example: (Smith 2000:44-45). 

 

USEFUL RESOURCES FOR WRITING LITERATURE REVIEWS 

 http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/specific-types-of-writing/literature-review 
 http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/onlib/litrev.html 
 https://academicskills.anu.edu.au/resources/handouts/literature-reviews 
 http://www.canberra.edu.au/studyskills/writing/literature 
    https://www.dlsweb.rmit.edu.au/lsu/content/2_AssessmentTasks/assess_tuts/lit_review_LL/index.html 
 http://www.deakin.edu.au/library/research/literature-review.php 
 http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/ReviewofLiterature.html 

 

 DEADLINES: 
 Please note the following deadlines: 
 (a) Research Proposal: by 5:00 PM on September 22, 2017  
 (b) Annotated Bibliography: by 5:00 PM on October 27, 2017 
 (c) Literature Review: by 5:00 PM on December 11, 2017 
 
 Please email your paper (PDF preferred) to jonathan.tan@case.edu 

 
5.3 Research Resources & Assistance  
 The research project as outlined in section 5.2 above should consist of sustained investigation of a topic, 

issue, or question that demonstrates the student’s engagement with primary sources and secondary 
literature. Students are expected to carry out further research beyond the assigned textbooks/readings 
that are discussed in class using the academic resources on the library website: 
http://library.case.edu/ksl/collections/ – especially the electronic databases (e.g., Academic Search 
Complete, ATLA Religion Database with ATLA Serials, JSTOR, Project MUSE, OCLC FirstSearch, 
Ohiolink, WorldCat, etc.). If you need help doing research in religion for this course, please make an 
appointment for consultation with KSL Religion Librarian, Dr. Mark Eddy: mmxe37@case.edu 

 

5.4 Formatting 
All papers should be typed in 12-point font, double-spaced, printed with a 1-inch margin on all 4 sides, 
paginated in the footer and your name and student ID in the header on every page. Please check the 
spelling and grammar before submission. 

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/specific-types-of-writing/literature-review
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/onlib/litrev.html
https://academicskills.anu.edu.au/resources/handouts/literature-reviews
http://www.canberra.edu.au/studyskills/writing/literature
https://www.dlsweb.rmit.edu.au/lsu/content/2_AssessmentTasks/assess_tuts/lit_review_LL/index.html
http://www.deakin.edu.au/library/research/literature-review.php
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/ReviewofLiterature.html
mailto:jonathan.tan@case.edu
http://library.case.edu/ksl/collections/
mailto:mmxe37@case.edu
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5.5 Citation 

Please cite all your sources that you consulted or quoted in your papers. The citation style is open (MLA, 
APA, Chicago/Turabian, etc), so long as you are consistent. Please include a bibliography at the end of 
your paper. Please visit the Writing Resource Center (http://www.case.edu/writing/writingcenter.html) if 
you need any assistance in writing. 

 
5.6 Late Submission 

All submissions that are 1-5 days late will automatically receive a full letter grade reduction. Please be 
warned that the instructor will not accept any submission that is more than five (5) days late, and will 
accordingly assign a zero for non-submission. 

 
5.7 Consolidated Deadlines List:  

   September 5, 2017 – Reflection Paper: Studying Asian Christianity 

  September 22, 2017 – Research Paper Proposal 

  October 27, 2017 – Annotated Bibliography 

  December 11, 2017 – Literature Review 

 All submissions are due by 5:00 PM on the abovestated deadlines. Please email your papers (PDF 
preferred) to jonathan.tan@case.edu 

 
6. Safe Space 

While we recognize that students come from diverse backgrounds with different life experiences, this course 
seeks to provide a safe space to engage in fruitful conversations and dialogue among students on issues of 
race, race relations, religion and race, etc., as they pertain to the subject matter of this course. Hence, all 
class participation should be respectful. Racist, sexist, homophobic, misogynistic, and other discriminatory 
remarks are unacceptable and would not be tolerated because of the sensitive subject matter on religion, 
race, ethnicity, culture, and identity constructions that we will discuss in this course. Students who violate this 
provision will be asked to leave and be counted as absent for that class. 

 
7. Fairness Provisions 
 Every student must complete all the requirements of this course in order to receive a passing grade. The final 

grade for each student will be carefully determined according to the requirements specified in this syllabus. 
The final grade is absolutely final and will not be changed. If you are struggling in this course or not 
performing to expectations, please arrange to meet with the instructor as soon as possible to discuss 
strategies for improving one’s grades. In fairness to all students, no extra credit or additional assignments will 
be assigned, over and above the requirements stated in this syllabus, to improve one’s grades. 

 
8. Academic Integrity 
 CWRU’s Academic Integrity Policy: http://students.case.edu/groups/aiboard/policy.html 

The instructor will strictly enforce the university’s rules and regulations on proper academic conduct, including 
the university policy on academic integrity. Please be warned that there is a zero tolerance policy on 
academic dishonesty in this course. The instructor expects all work that appears under the student's name to 
be that student's own, and will follow up on evidence that a student has contravened the university's 
regulations on academic integrity. If an incident of academic dishonesty is established, the student will be 
subjected to the sanctions specified in CWRU’s Academic Integrity Policy.  

 

III. GRADE COMPUTATION 

1. Class Presentations (oral presentations & presentation handouts) 10% 

2. Active Class Participation (insights & questions, active listening & discussion) 10% 

3. Reflection Paper: Studying Asian Christianity   10% 

4. Research Paper Proposal 10% 

5. Annotated Bibliography 20% 

http://www.case.edu/writing/writingcenter.html
mailto:jonathan.tan@case.edu
http://students.case.edu/groups/aiboard/policy.html
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6. Literature Review  40% 

TOTAL 100% 

 
IV. READINGS 

The following books are required for this course. As they are not available at the campus bookstore, please order 
them through these Amazon links below, via the course website (http://www.jonathantan.org/RLGN229/) or other 
online or brick-and-mortar sources. Do take advantage of the availability of cheap/low cost used copies of these 
titles on Amazon - click on the "Other Sellers" tab: 

 Ian Gillman & Hans-Joachim Klimkeit, Christians in Asia Before 1500 (Routledge 1999, 2016) 
 Andrew C. Ross, A Vision Betrayed: The Jesuits in Japan and China, 1542-1742 (Orbis Books, 1994, 2003) 

Additional required readings and resources are available at the course website: www.jonathantan.org/RLGN229/ 
 

V. COURSE SCHEDULE 

Week #1 (Aug 29) - Introduction 
Readings:  
 Gillman & Klimkeit, pp. 1-19 (chapters 1-3) 
 “ISIS seeks to control the country’s future by destroying its Christian past” (America Magazine, 7 January 

2016): http://americamagazine.org/issue/saving-syria 
 

No student presentation today 
 

REMINDER: Reflection Paper #1 – due by 5:00 PM on TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5. 

 

 

Week #2 (Sep 5)  
Readings: Gillman & Klimkeit, chapter 4 

Student Presenter: ____________________________________________ 

Source: Dale T. Irvin & Scott W. Sunquist, eds., History of the World Christian Movement, Volume I: 
Earliest Christianity to 1453 (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2001), 7-8. 

http://www.jonathantan.org/RLGN229/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1138970662/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1138970662&linkCode=as2&tag=drjonaytanscl-20&linkId=45264f77ba4f77dec9369e444be48fbb
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1570754802/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1570754802&linkCode=as2&tag=drjonaytanscl-20&linkId=8a142bc732596d3b0f154aa864e50e6e
http://www.jonathantan.org/RLGN229/
http://americamagazine.org/issue/saving-syria
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Week #3 (Sep 12): 
Readings: Gillman & Klimkeit, chapters 5 & 6 

Student Presenter: ____________________________________________ 
 

For Further Reading: 
Clare Wilde, “The Arabic Bible Before Islam,” (The Marginalia Review of Books, 10 June 2014) 
http://marginalia.lareviewofbooks.org/arabic-bible-islam/ 

 

Week #4 (Sep 19): 
Readings: Gillman & Klimkeit, chapter 7 

Student Presenter: ____________________________________________ 
 

REMINDER: Research Proposal – due by 5:00 PM on FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22. 

 

 
Mar Thoma (St. Thomas) Persian Cross 

 
Week #5 (Sep 26): 
Readings: Gillman & Klimkeit, chapter 8 

Student Presenter: ____________________________________________ 
 

Week #6 (Oct 3): 
Readings: Gillman & Klimkeit, chapter 9 

Student Presenter: ____________________________________________ 
 

 
Assyrian Stele 大秦景教流行中國碑 (781 CE) 

 
Week #7 (Oct 10): 
Readings:  
 Gillman & Klimkeit, chapter 10 
 “Historic Christian site found in China” (UCA News, 17 January 2014) 
 http://www.ucanews.com/news/historic-christian-site-found-in-china/70104 

http://marginalia.lareviewofbooks.org/arabic-bible-islam/
http://www.ucanews.com/news/historic-christian-site-found-in-china/70104
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  “Did Christianity Thrive in China?” (U.S. News & World Report, 5 March 2001)  
 http://www.jonathantan.org/handouts2/c04-chinajingjiao01-usnwr.pdf 
 “Ruins of an Old Christian Church on Lao-tzu’s Turf” (New York Times, 24 February 2002) 
 http://www.jonathantan.org/handouts2/c05-chinajingjiao02-nyt.pdf 

Student Presenter: ____________________________________________ 
 

Week #8 (Oct 17): 
Readings: Ross, introduction, chapters 1 & 2 

Student Presenter: ____________________________________________ 
 
Week #9 (Oct 24): NO CLASS – Fall Break 
 

REMINDER: Annotated Bibliography – due by 5:00 PM on FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27. 

 
Week #10 (Oct 31): 
Readings: Ross, chapters 3 & 4 

Student Presenter: ____________________________________________ 
 

Week #11 (Nov 7): 
Readings: Ross, chapters 5 & 6 

Student Presenter: ____________________________________________ 
 

Week #12 (Nov 14) 
Readings: Ross, chapters 7 & 8 

Student Presenter: ____________________________________________ 
 
Week #13 (Nov 21) – NO CLASS. Professor at the American Academy of Religion conference 
 
Week #14 (Nov 28): 
Readings: Ross, chapters 9 & 10 

Student Presenter: ____________________________________________ 
 

Week #15 (Dec 5): Conclusion – Student Presentation of Research Projects 
 

REMINDER: Literature Review – due by 5:00 PM on MONDAY, DECEMBER 11. 

 
VI. BIBLIOGRAPHY – FOR FURTHER READING 

The following are recommended for further reading and research: 

A. GENERAL 

Samuel Hugh Moffett, A History of Christianity in Asia, Volume I: Beginnings to 1500 (Orbis Books, 1998) 

Samuel Hugh Moffett, A History of Christianity in Asia, Volume II: 1500-1900 (Orbis Books, 2005) 

Irvin, Dale T. and Scott W. Sunquist. History of the World Christian Movement, Volume I: Earliest Christianity 
to 1453, Volume II: Modern Christianity from 1454-1800 (Orbis Books, 2001, 2012). 

Phan, Peter C., ed. Christianities in Asia (Wiley-Blackwell, 2011). 

 

B. ASSYRIAN CHRISTIANITY – PERSIA & CHINA 

Baum, Wilheim and Dietmar W. Winkler. The Church of the East: A Concise History. London: 
RoutledgeCurzon, 2003. 

http://www.jonathantan.org/handouts2/c04-chinajingjiao01-usnwr.pdf
http://www.jonathantan.org/handouts2/c05-chinajingjiao02-nyt.pdf
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Baumer, Christoph. The Church of the East: An Illustrated History of Assyrian Christianity. New York: IB 
Tauris, 2006. 

Griffith, Sidney H. The Church in the Shadow of the Mosque: Christians and Muslims in the World of Islam. 
Princeton University Press, 2010. 

Jenkins, Philip. The Lost History of Christianity: The Thousand-Year Golden Age of the Church in the Middle 
East, Africa, and Asia--and How It Died (HarperOne, 2009) 

Palmer, Martin. The Jesus Sutras: Rediscovering the Lost Scrolls of Taoist Christianity (Ballantine, 2001). 

Tang, Li. A Study of the History of Nestorian Christianity in China and Its Literature in Chinese (Peter Lang, 
2001). 

 

C. CHINA 

Bays, Daniel H. A New History of Christianity in China (Wiley-Blackwell, 2012). 

__________. Christianity in China: From the Eighteenth Century to the Present (Stanford University Press, 
1996). 

Clark, Anthony E. A Voluntary Exile: Chinese Christianity and Cultural Confluence since 1552 (Lehigh 
University Press, 2014). 

Clarke, Jeremy. The Virgin Mary and Catholic Identities in Chinese History (Hong Kong University Press, 
2013). 

Cohen, Paul A. History in Three Keys: The Boxers as Event, Experience and Myth (Columbia University 
Press, 1997). 

Dunne, George H. Generation of Giants: The Story of the Jesuits in China in the last Decades of the Ming 
Dynasty (University of Notre Dame Press 1962). 

Harrison, Henrietta. The Missionary’s Curse and Other Tales from a Chinese Catholic Village (University of 
California Press, 2013). 

Kwok, Pui-Lan. Chinese Women and Christianity: 1860-1927 (Scholars Press, 1992). 

Laven, Mary. Mission to China: Matteo Ricci and the Jesuit Encounter with the East (Faber & Faber, 2011). 

Lian, Xi. Redeemed by Fire: The Rise of Popular Christianity in Modern China (Yale University Press, 2010). 

Minamiki, George. The Chinese Rites Controversy from Its Beginning to Modern Times (Loyola University 
Press, 1985). 

Mungello, D.E. The Catholic Invasion of China: Remaking Chinese Christianity (Rowman & Littlefield, 2015). 

__________. The Great Encounter of China and the West, 1500-1800, 2nd Ed (Rowman & Littlefield, 2005). 

__________, ed. The Chinese Rites Controversy: Its History and Meaning (Steyler Verlag, 1994). 

__________. Curious Land: Jesuit Accommodation and the Origins of Sinology (Franz Steiner Verlag, 1985). 

Platt, Stephen R. Autumn in the Heavenly Kingdom: China, the West, and the Epic Story of the Taiping Civil 
War (Knopf, 2012). 

Reilly, Thomas H. The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy of Empire (University of 
Washing Press, 2004). 

Spence, Jonathan D. God’s Chinese Son: The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom of Hong Xiuquan (W.W. Norton & 
Co, 1996). 

__________. The Memory Palace of Matteo Ricci (Viking, 1984). 

Standaert, Nicolas, ed. Handbook of Christianity in China. Volume One: 635-1800 (Brill, 2001). 

Tang, Edmond and Jean-Paul Wiest, eds. The Catholic Church in Modern China: Perspectives (Orbis Books, 
1993). 

Uhalley, Stephen, Jr. and Xiaoxin Wu, eds., China and Christianity: Burdened Past, Hopeful Future (M.E. 
Sharpe, 2001). 
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Wickeri, Philip L. Christian Encounters with Chinese Culture: Essays on Anglican and Episcopal History in 
China (Hong Kong University Press, 2015). 

Wilfred, Felix, Edmond Tang, and George Evers, eds. China and Christianity: A New Phase of Encounter? 
(SCM Press, 2008). 

 

D. INDIA 

Bauman, Chad M. and Richard Fox Young, eds., Constructing Indian Christianities: Culture, Conversion and 
Caste (Routledge, 2014). 

Raj, Selva J and Corinne G. Dempsey, eds., Popular Christianity in India: Riting between the Lines (SUNY 
Press, 2002). 

 

E. JAPAN 

Boxer, C.R. The Christian Century in Japan, 1549-1650 (University of California Press, 1951). 

Elison, George. Deus Destroyed: The Image of Christianity in Early Modern Japan (Harvard University Press, 
1973). 

Endo, Shusaku, tr. William Johnston. Silence (Taplinger, 1979). 

Ross, Andrew C. A Vision Betrayed: The Jesuits in Japan and China, 1542-1742 (Orbis Books, 1994). 

 

F. KOREA 

Buswell, Robert E., Jr. and Timothy S. Lee, eds. Christianity in Korea (University of Hawai’i Press, 2006).  

Chung David. Syncretism: The Religious Context of Christian Beginnings in Korea (SUNY Press, 2001) 
 

G. VIETNAM 

Keith, Charles. Catholic Vietnam: A Church from Empire to Nation (University of California Press, 2012). 

Phan, Peter C. Mission and Catechesis. Alexander de Rhodes and Inculturation in Seventeenth-Century 
Vietnam (Orbis Books, 1998). 


